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Region X



Region X Environmental

https://www.hud.gov/states/shared/working/r10/environment



Region X Environmental

HUD’s ESA 
Guidance for 
ALASKA



Region X Environmental

NMFS Species 
and Habitat 



Region X Environmental

HUD’s 
ESA 
Guidance
Oregon



Region X – Where to Start?

ESA & MSA Guidance for Oregon
• Checklist to determine an action’s 

appropriate finding of effect under the 
ESA

• Current version updated April 2022

FWS’ Issues of Concern:
• Construction in or adjacent to 

occupied or suitable habitats



Region X Environmental

HUD’s ESA 
Guidance 
Washington



Region X Environmental

Any project which adds new 
impervious surface typically will have 
an effect and must seek consultation.

Meeting state standards or applying 
the stormwater manual does NOT 
mean the project has No Effects.

My project meets local building code 
and Western WA Stormwater Manual!



Region X Environmental

Programmatic 
or 
Individual 
Consultation



Region X Environmental

HUD’s ESA 
Guidance

Idaho



Region X Environmental

State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)

For a Directory of SHPOs: https://ncshpo.org/directory/



Region X Environmental

ALASKA 
Programmatic 
Agreement (PA)

https://www.hud.gov/states/shared/working/r10/environment


Region X Environmental

IDAHO 
Programmatic 
Agreement (PA)



Region X Environmental

OLD Region X 
Worksheets

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Region X Best Practices?



Climate Change



Environmental Assessment Factor: Climate Change

• Approximately 150 apps post 12/1/2022 nationally that require an 
EA level review

• In West Region, 10 apps post 12/1/2022
• Plan to assess trends, issues etc. at the one-year mark. Send 

feedback to sara.jensen@hud.gov
• Early feedback on Best Practices 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Apps= pre-apps, straight to firm, or apps with a pre-app after 12/1/2022



Environmental Assessment Factor: Climate Change

Anchorage, Boise, Cheyenne, Denver, Fargo, Helena, Honolulu, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Phoenix, Portland, Rapid City, Salt Lake City, San Diego, San Francisco, Seattle

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Data using major metropolitan areas in the West Region were gathered to develop this slide highlighting the high and very high-risk factors our region faces. You can expect to encounter some of these concerns with new construction and sub-rehab developments. [Discuss some of the top factors]Furthermore, the risk factors were broken down by regions with somewhat similar climates…



Environmental Assessment Factor: Climate Change

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Arizona, California, and Nevada where wildfire, heat wave, and earthquake risk factors are common.



Environmental Assessment Factor: Climate Change

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Concerns in Washington and Oregon include landslides, earthquakes, and volcanic activity 



Environmental Assessment Factor: Climate Change

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some of the Rocky Mountain Region including Colorado, Utah, Idaho, and Wyoming have high risk factors of lightning, winter weather, and wildfire. 



Environmental Assessment Factor: Climate Change

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The northern region understandably encounters cold waves, winter weather, ice storms, and hail. 



Environmental Assessment Factor: Climate Change

Climate Change – Best Practices
• ALL Climate Change analysis should be 

uploaded into HEROS – both lenders and 
consultants.

• Provide details concerning construction plans 
as early as possible.

• Include more detailed information beyond 
the project meeting the Green MIP 
Standards.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Climate Change – Best PracticesALL Climate Change analysis should be uploaded into HEROS – both lenders and consultants.Provide details concerning construction plans as early as possible.Include more detailed information beyond the project meeting the Green MIP Standards.Do the environmental consultants on the panel have any best practices for Climate Change analysis?



Question: The local municipality wants us to move forward with 
demolition activities ASAP due to the vagrancy and crime going on at 
the existing buildings…

Answer: Demolition will not be granted until after HUD has completed 
the entire environmental review. HUD is not able to separate out 
portions of the review (Historic Preservation, Housing Requirements) to 
make such determinations. HUD will allow owners to fence off, board 
up, or take other temporary measures to assist with those issues. 

Demolition while an Application is in Processing

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Just a reminder about demolition as this has been a reoccurring topic as of late.Question: The local municipality wants us to move forward with demolition activities ASAP due to the vagrancy and crime going on at the existing buildings…Answer: Demolition will not be granted until after HUD has completed the entire environmental review. HUD is not able to separate out portions of the review (Historic Preservation, Housing Requirements) to make such determinations. HUD will allow owners to fence off, board up, or take other temporary measures to assist with those issues. 



Question: For us to meet stringent deadlines, the developer has indicated 
that they will need to commence demolition work on the mall structure 
(which partially overlaps the apartment site) to begin construction of a big 
box store by Q2 of next year. We request that HUD allow demolition of 
the mall structure as soon as possible…

Answer: Demolition will not be granted until after HUD has completed 
the HEROS review. HUD will facilitate an early environmental review, 
but that must be communicated to HUD early, preferably at the concept 
stage. 

Demolition while an Application is in Processing

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The next question: For us to meet stringent deadlines, the developer has indicated that they will need to commence demolition work on the mall structure (which partially overlaps the apartment site) to begin construction of a big box store by Q2 of next year. We request that HUD allow demolition of the mall structure as soon as possible…Answer: Demolition will not be granted until after HUD has completed the HEROS review. HUD will facilitate an early environmental review, but that must be communicated to HUD early, preferably at the concept stage. 



Pipeline and Fall 
Hazards



Updates!
• HUD has a new environmental engineer at OEE HQ to replace Nelson 

Rivera.
• Daniel Weissman, Daniel.Z.Weissman@hud.gov
• Please work through your Multifamily and Regional Environmental 

Officer 
• Updated Fact Sheets on Pipelines and Fall Hazards: 

https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-
review/housing/fact-sheets/

Pipeline and Fall Hazards

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Updates!HUD has a new environmental engineer at OEE HQ to replace Nelson Rivera.Daniel Weissman, Daniel.Z.Weissman@hud.govPlease work through your Multifamily and Regional Environmental Officer Updated Fact Sheets on Pipelines and Fall Hazards: https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/housing/fact-sheets/

mailto:Daniel.Z.Weissman@hud.gov
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/housing/fact-sheets/
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/environmental-review/housing/fact-sheets/


Question: How does HUD define “ancillary facilities”, “common areas”, 
and “like related improvements” that apply to fall hazards and pipeline 
analysis…

Answer: HUD defines these facilities as ancillary to housing which support 
or complement buildings used by people. This includes private balconies, 
yards, carports, garages, sheds or buildings like pool houses, etc. Common 
areas are places where people congregate which include playgrounds, rec 
areas, and parking lots intended to serve residents. Walking trails, pathways 
and sidewalks without these amenities may be excluded on a case-by-case 
basis.

Pipeline and Fall Hazards

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The West Region has fielded several questions concerning Pipeline and Fall Hazards as of late where we thought it would be good to touch on this topic….This question is geared towards Pipeline and Fall Hazard definitions - Question: How does HUD define “ancillary facilities”, “common areas”, and “like related improvements” that apply to fall hazards and pipeline analysis…Answer: HUD defines these facilities as ancillary to housing which support or complement buildings used by people. This includes private balconies, yards, carports, garages, sheds or buildings like pool houses, etc. Common areas are places where people congregate which include playgrounds, rec areas, and parking lots intended to serve residents. Walking trails, pathways and sidewalks without these amenities may be excluded on a case-by-case basis.(for example a trail in a natural area that is not actively managed or monitored by the property, or a trail segment and connects to a larger biking or walking trail network.)



Question: Which powerlines are considered “high voltage”, and which are 
considered “local service lines”?

Answer: Transmission lines (69+ kilovolts) carry electricity from stations to 
substations where buildings, ancillary facilities, and common areas are not 
permitted within the easement of such lines.

Local service lines (50 or less kilovolts) are also known distribution lines and 
serve neighborhoods at stepped down voltages. They do not trigger 
easement restrictions or fall hazard requirements.

High Voltage Power Lines

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
High Voltage Power LinesThe next question - Which powerlines are considered “high voltage”, and which are considered “local service lines”?Answer: Transmission lines (69+ kilovolts) carry electricity from stations to substations where buildings, ancillary facilities, and common areas are not permitted within the easement of such lines.Local service lines (50 or less kilovolts) are also known distribution lines and serve neighborhoods at stepped down voltages. They do not trigger easement restrictions or fall hazard requirements.



For existing facilities that do not increase residential densities, the 
applicant may submit a report from a licensed engineer detailing 
the condition of the fall hazard, and HUD will determine whether 
the project is acceptable.

Fall Hazards

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fall HazardsHUD has some flexibility for existing projects that do not increase density, the applicant may submit a report from a licensed engineer detailing the condition of the fall hazard, and HUD will determine whether the project is acceptable.For more information concerning this topic, visit the Environmental Review Fact Sheets for Office of Housing Projects on the HUD Exchange.



Pipeline and Fall Hazards

Pipeline and Fall Hazards - Best Practices:
• Analyze and provide any information directly from pipeline 

operator, including any engineer reports.

• Discuss these hazards and requirements early with the 
borrower/developer to properly design their project safely 
around such hazards.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Best PracticesPipeline and Fall Hazards - Best Practices:Analyze and provide any information directly from pipeline operator, including any engineer reports.Discuss these hazards and requirements early with the borrower/developer to properly design their project safely around such hazards.HUD Q to Third Parties - What information and data can be furnished to assist in your review of Pipelines and or Fall Hazards for HEROS compliance?



Site Aggregation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Site Aggregation



Site Aggregation Examples

Where is the main access to 
the collateral? Are the 
utilities already in-place? 
What’s the timing of the 2nd

Phase? What about storm 
water plans and its 
construction timing?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We still receive applications with site aggregation issues that can delay the application and possibly lead to an overall rejection. These two slides highlight some of the questions HUD might ask when encountering these applications.Where is the main access to the collateral? Are the utilities already in-place? What’s the timing of the 2nd Phase? What about storm water plans and its construction timing?Ingress/Egress, utilities, stormwater, etc.



Site Aggregation Examples

What is the timing of the 
commercial developments 
proposed off-site? Do utilities 
run through the main 
ingress/egress points? Will 
tenants require access to 
parking that’s available on the 
commercial parcels?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another project might require another set of questions, like: What is the timing of the commercial developments that are proposed off-site? Do utilities run through the main ingress/egress points? Will tenants require access to parking that’s available on the commercial parcels?



Existing properties might also 
require an aggregated environmental 
review. 
• Historic Preservation - the APE 

could extend beyond the subject 
site.

• Endangered Species – offsite 
endangered species could be 
impacted. 

MAP Guide 9.1.2: Aggregation…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Existing properties might also require an aggregated environmental review. Historic Preservation - the APE could extend beyond the subject site.Endangered Species – offsite endangered species could be impacted. The area of impact may differ based on the individual authority under review and the type of activity undertaken, ultimately, these are unique circumstances that don’t have a blanket approach. 



Site Aggregation Best Practices:
• Early Consultation – If unsure, provide information that will assist 

HUD in determining if your proposal requires site aggregation, 
preferably at the concept meeting stage. 

• Timing – You MUST consider the timing of offsite construction plans.
• The MAP Guide imposes restrictions on construction and site 

modification (MAP Guide 9.2.1.C.6) until the environmental 
review is complete – that includes aggregated sites.

If timing is an issue, the proposal might not be able to move forward

MAP Guide 9.1.2: Aggregation…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Site Aggregation Best Practices:Early Consultation – If unsure, provide information that will assist HUD in determining if your proposal requires site aggregation, preferably at the concept meeting stage. Timing – You MUST consider the timing of offsite construction plansThe MAP Guide imposes restrictions on construction and site modification (MAP Guide 9.2.1.C.6) until the environmental review is complete – that includes aggregated sites.If timing is an issue, the proposal might not be able to move forwardHUD Q to Third Parties – How much information is required from the lender/borrower that can assist in your assessment of sites not in their control? Or, what information /investigation should be done on their end? Do you witness sites with compliance concerns and if there is a repeating factor….



HQ Environmental Updates

• HUD Federal Flood Risk Management Standard (FFRMS) Final Rule
• Proposed Rule published 3/24/2023
• Final rule targeted for publication early 2024
• HUD will provide training, program specific guidance and FAQs to implement FFRMS
• Horizontal extent of the FFRMS floodplain generally equivalent to the 500-year floodplain

• HUD Departmental Radon Policy
• Proposed notice published in the Federal Register February 13, 2023
• Final notice coming soon
• No change to most Housing programs—MAP Guide, RAD Notice and 232 Handbook more 

stringent and prescriptive
• Policy issuance will prompt Notice for 542(c) FHA Risk Share radon testing

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FFRMS-accepted comments verbally at multiple listening sessions and in writingFinal rules typically go into effect 60 days after publicationRadon—accepted comments verbally at multiple listening sessions and in writing



HQ Environmental Updates

• WISER Modules for Housing Programs coming soon!
• Nuisances and Hazards (pipelines, fall hazards)
• HEROS for Housing Partners
• Mitigation Measures
• Environmental Reviews for Asset Management

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FFRMS-accepted comments verbally at multiple listening sessions and in writingFinal rules typically go into effect 60 days after publicationRadon—accepted comments verbally at multiple listening sessions and in writing
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